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A SERMON, &c. 
nas 


NEHEM. IV. 13— 17. 


THEREFORE vet I in the lower places behind the wall, 


and on the higher places, I even set the people after their 
| families with their words, their Spears, and their bows. 
 —4nd I hooked and rose up, and said unto the nobles 
and unto the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not 
ye afraid of them: remember the Lord which is great 
and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons and 
your daughters, your wives, and your houses — And it 
came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known 
unto us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, 
that we returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his 
work, — And it came to pass from that time forth, that 
the half of my Servants, wrought in the work, and the 
other half of them held both the spears, the shields, and 
the bows, and the habergeons; and the rulers were behind 
all the houses of Judah. —They which builded on the wall, 
and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every 
one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with 

| the other hand held a Fe 


The history of the Jews, from their 
first establishment as a distinct people to 
their final dispersion, forms a most dis- 
tinguished part of the annals of mankind.— 
It contains a series of events, which were 

A never 
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never perused, either by the philosophic 
heathen, or the devout Christian, without 
peculiar interest and attention.— The first, 
perhaps, would find a difficulty in recon- 
ciling to his own ideas of what is fit and 
proper for the divine government of the 
world; or to the arguments, which he is 
accustomed to draw from reason, experi- 
ence, or analogy, many remarkable pas- 
sages and precepts in the law of Moses. 
In following the Jews through the vari- 
ous vicissitudes of their situation, he would 
discover events for which he cannot assign 
adequate causes; a typical dispensation 
for which he can discover no reasonable 
ground, and an institution of ordinances, 
and customs which he will condemn as 
nugatory, or despise as useless. Still he 
will find exemplitied the best, and most 
important maxim even of his own philoso- 
phy—that to be virtuous is to be happy— 
that whilst the Jews preserved themselves 
from the contamination of those vices 
which disgraced the nations that surrounded 
them, and whilst they observed the purity 
of their moral law, a Jaw equally under- 
stood by Jews and heathens, they went on 
conquering their enemies; overcoming 
difficulties, of apparent invincibility; Vans 
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quishing nations greater, and mightier than 
themselves, and enjoying all the blessings 
of a rich, a numerous, and a powerful 
people. On the other hand, when the abuse 
of these very advantages had corrupted 
their hearts, and perverted their practice, 
the philosopher will behold them, like 
many subsequent empires, sinking into 
misery and bondage; their political con- 
sequence in the scale of the world dwindled 
into nothing; their persons repeatedly car- 
ried away captive; and after a long series 
of diversified fortune, the measure of their 
iniquity being filled up, he will behold 
them, according to the repeated prediction 
of their own prophets, dispersed through- 

out the globe; no longer the distinguished 
favourites of heaven; no longer even a 
united people, but driven from some coun- 
tries, persecuted in others, and only to- 


lerated, under severe restrictions, in any. 


If the unbeliever cannot persue this 
history without attention, and interest, the 
Christian will find additional motives for 
both. He will behold the hand of provi- 
dence directing the whole machine. In 
what he is able to comprehend of this 
dispensation of God, he will admire his 
wisdom and goodness in employing the 
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fittest means to produce the best ends. In 
this prophetical, and typical institution, he 
will discover what the Jews would not see, 
and what the heathens could not; type cor- 
responding with type, and events answer- 
ing to prophecy in the accomplishment of 
the great work of our redemption by Jesus 
Christ. In a word, he strengthens and 
confirms his faith by reflecting on their 
whole history; by considering what they 
have been, and what they now are; and 
when he compares the prophecies relating 
to their final disperson, and sees the exact 
fulfilment of them, he beholds a standing 
miracle of the truth of the Christian reli- 
gion, which no sophistry can weaken, and 
no infidelity corrupt. 

But there is one striking part of the 


Jewish history, and character, which is 


most beautifully pointed out in the verses I 
read to you for my text, and admirably 
adapted for our consideration, on the pre- 
sent solemnity. I mean that ardent love 
for their country, which seems never to 
have totally deserted the Jews, in the most 
unfortunate, and disgraceful æras of their 
history. No difference in the manners; 
no opposition in the religions of the nations 
that carried them away captive, and no 

continuance 
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continuance of their captivity, were ever 
able to root out that ardent enthusiasm, 
which the name of the temple, and of 
Jerusalem seems alway to have inspired. 

The whole book of Nehemiah represents 
this attachment to the city, and the holy 
places of their forefathers, in a very strong, 
and empassioned manner. In the first 
Chapter, we behold the prophet himself, 
sunk into the deepest distress at the for- 
lorn situation of that miserable remnant 
who had escaped the captivity, and at the 
desolate, and ruinous condition of Jerusa- 
lem itself. No longer able to assume that 
chearful appearance which the nature of 
his office, and the indulgence of king Ar- 
taxerxes seems to have required, he is 
represented, in the ad chapter, appearing 
before that monarch with a countenance 
so melancholy and dejected, as could not 
escape the royal observation. Wherefore 
(to use the Prophets own words) the 
king said unto me, Why is thy coun- 
- tenance sad, seeing thou art not sick, this 
is nothing else but sorrow of heart? Then 
I was very sore afraid, and said unto the 
king, Let the king live for ever! Why 
Should not my countenance be sad, when 
the city, the place of my father's sepulchre, 
1 A 3 lieth 
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lieth waste, and the gates thereof are con- 
sumed with fire.“ This affectionate and 


manly representation, made by the Prophet, 


was attended with the happiest conse- 
quences. He obtained leave, and assistance 
to restore the city of Jerusalem, and to 
rebuild the walls; and in the 4th chapter, 
we find the Jews persevering vigorously 
in the work in defiance of the fiercest op- 
position from Sanballat, and Tobiah, and 


the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and 


the Ashdodites. As among you, men of 
all denominations are met together for the 
defence of your country, so here likewise 
we are told that the people of every de- 
scription were employed in restoring the 
prosperity of theirs. From the noble, to 
the lowest mechanic, they prosecuted the 
work, without any loss of time; their 
industry, and their courage, went hand in 
hand, they that builded on the wall, 
and they that bare burdens, with those 
that laded; every one with one hand 


wrought in the work, and with the other 


hand held a weapon.” The event was 
such as might naturally be expected, from 
the union of such consummate zeal and 
wisdom ; they baffled the malice of their 
enemies; they restored the security of 

their 
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their walls; they added new embellish- 
ments to their temple, and they concluded 
these grand, and joyful operations with a 
hearty confessing of the divine goodness, 
and a solemn dedication of their work to 
God. . 8 

From this select portion of Jewish his- 
tory, we might deduce a number of obser- 
vations applicable to our own conduct ; to 
our present situation as a nation, and 
more particularly to you, my brethren, to 
whose active and voluntary exertions in 


defence of our happy constitution, we owe 


the origin of the present solemnity. 

We can suppose no motives to have 
actuated the Jews in the defence of their 
religion, or their laws; which do not in a 


still stronger manner impel us to the same 


conduct. | 

For suppose them, in the first place, 
zealous for the preservation of their reli- 
gion; and highly laudable was their zeal. 
Their religious creed was revealed to 
them from heaven; they were inspired 
with brighter views of the dispensations of 
providence, and with more exalted ideas 
of the majesty of God, than he had com- 
municated to any other nation; their 


cCeremonial observances were made a test 
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of their fidelity to their maker, and the 
condition of their successes against the 
enemies that surround them; and when 
they beheld the savage customs, and the 
horrid rites of Pagan worship, they had 
reason enough to venerate their own, and 
to preserve with scrupulous exactness, 
even the most unintelligible of it's cere- 
monies. | 

But it has pleased God to bless us with 
a religion, of which the Jewish dispensa- 
tion was only the forerunner; compared 
with the light which we enjoy, they were 
immersed in darkness; and the brightest 
excellences that can be claimed by the 
disciples of Moses, are completely obscured 
by that light and immortality which 
are brought to light by the Gospel.“ I beg 
leave to insist more strongly on this part 
of my subject, because the motives which 
I am now going to urge, not only most 
become the profession to which I belong, 
and the place in which I stand, but are, 
moreover, best calculated to animate you 
who now appear here in a military charac- 
ter to an active discharge of your duty. 

J believe it is a fact, very generally 
allowed, that the present enemies to all 
Christian W are apostates likewise 
from 
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from the Christian religion, and that they 
have not only deserted the standard of the 
Gospel, but have set up one of their own; 
and like the golden image erected by Ne- 
bucchnazzar, it is a standard before which 
philosophers have announced that all peo- 
ple, nations, and languages should fall 
down and worship. 

It was by undermining the belief of 
the Christian religion, that the most effec- 
tual means were taken to produce that 
anarchy and confusion, that unrelenting 
persecution, and that astonishing depravity, 
which, since the revolution of France, have 
desolated that kingdom; nor can we sup- 
pose that they will scruple to propagate 
their systematic infidelity, wherever they 
may successfully carry their arms. Every 
precept, and command of the blessed 
Jesus, or his Apostles, which inculcates 
reverence, and respect for dignities; a 
conscientious regard to the powers that 
be, and a dutiful submission to those per- 
sons who rule, and to those governments 
under which we live, is so subversive of 
their ambitious designs, and so opposite 
to their unbounded views, that it is no 
wonder they should use all their endea- 
vours to tear up Christianity by the roots, 
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and efface all impressions of it from the 
human breast; but never may their insidious 
artifices affect our minds; never may they 
teach us, like themselves, to call bitter 
sweet, and sweet bitter; to put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness. 

We every day behold individuals, acting 
without the fear of God; rioting in every 
vicious indulgence; committing the most 
atrocious villainies; despising the promises, 
and disbelieving the threatnings of the Gos- 
pel; without the visitations of providence 
overtaking them in the present life. But 
the uniform experience of the world 
teaches us a very different, and a very 
awful lesson, in regard to nations; nor 
does history afford us a single instance of 
any large community, which having been 
once blessed with the light of divine reve- 
lation, and apostatizing from the faith, - 
has not sunk by swift degrees into insig- 
nifance and contempt, and been brought 
at last to'total ruin. 

Thank God, that at present, as a nation, 
this portentous sign, among other signs 
of the times, does not appertain to us. 
The doctrines of Christ have not yet been 
disavowed, nor the truth of Christianity 
systematically confuted for the benefit of 
the 
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the vulgar, under the sanction of public 


authority. But that (for a considersble 
time before, and uniformly since the French 
revolution,) infidelity has by means of 


French writers, and French principles, 


been gaining ground in this country, with 
great and rapid strides, is a fact, which is 
hardly denied by any, except those who 
exult in the truth of it, and only wait for 
a riper nen of ne their exul- 
tation. | 
But a few years back, if a man had the 
misfortune to be an unbeliever, at least 
he had candour to deliberate, modesty to 
hesitate, and too much charity to strive to 
undermine the faith of those, who rever- 
enced Christianity, who dwelt-upon it's 
promises for their future happiness, and 
who derived from it's consolations an 
abatement of their present misery. 1 
would only ask you, whether this is a 
picture of our present infidelity ? It cer- 
tainly is not : It is neither the effect of too 
much learning misapplied; nor of too much 
genius, proudly devising it's own system, 
that marks the character of our modern 
unbeliever. No: though his faculties 


are hardly equal to comprehend the plain- 


est W of his newly adopted bible, 
the 
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the newspaper ; nor his intellects suffici- 
ently strong to qualify him for the meanest 
mechanical employment, yet he thinks 
himself at least wise enough for a philoso- 


pher. However low and uninstructed, he 


presumes to unfold the whole counsel of 
his God, and assisted by the popular pub- 
lications of our own arch-infidel, he daily 
crucifies his Lord afresh, puts him to an 
open shame, and invites his children, his 
connections, and his neighbours, to par- 
take in his impiety. 

If such a degree at least of infidelity 
has gained ground amongst all ranks and 


classes of a nation, still professing Chris- 


tian principles, how would it have spread 
over the land, had our enemy, by his suc- 
cess, or our supineness, been enabled to 
scatter his tares still more thickly, or had 
we been less sedulous in rooting up, what 
he has already sown; dreadful are the 
denunciations pronounced in Scripture, 
against those who shall either add to, or 
diminish from the sacred truths therein 
recorded. What then must be their fate, 
who would bury them at once in one 
common and undistinguishing oblivion ? 
Almighty God, in the present public dis- 
pensations of his providence, is indeed 

| Speaking 
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speaking aloud to the world. Let not his 


voice in indignation and anger reach us, 
because being the most enlightened nation, 


and the best reformed church in Europe, 


we have prostituted the knowledge of our 
religion, profaned it's altars, and cast off 
our allegiance to it's head. God forbid 
that religious opinions of any kind should 
ever again be propagated by the sword; 

but sooner than the glorious fabrick of the 
gospel shall even totter in our land; sooner 
than the batteries of foreign illuminati, 
aided by the phrenzy of a misguided mul- 
titude shall play against it, let every man, 
in the literal sense of our Saviour's words, 
* who has no sword, sell his coat and buy 
one, and let us consider it as an honour- 
able distinction, if we are allowed to be 


the lowest agents in the fulfilment of the 


grand promise of our Lord respecting his 
gospel the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.“ 

But I trust that your exertions, my 
brethren, have already been signally useful, 
in convincing our enemies how little we 
are inclined to be influenced, either in our 


religious, or political creed, by their ex- 
ample, or their threatning. As for the 


first “ we call no man master; we have 
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one master, ever Jesus Christ, and the 
mention of the last leads us to observe, 
that if the Jews had reason to be anxious 
for the restoration and security of their 
constitution, so have we for the preserva- 
tion of our's. On this part of my subject, 
however, I am perfectly satisfied that 
there is no occasion for me to enlarge. 
To defend your constitution against all 
foreign, and domestic enemies, is the great 
purpose for which you have nobly proffered 
your services. The excellence of that 
constitution; the unexampled privileges 
which, as Englishmen, you derive from 
the co-operation of it's several parts to 
produce the greatest possible good, are 


subjects which have been so often, and so 


ably discussed by your Commander, in 
another capacity, as to leave no doubt of 
their impression on your minds. These, 


therefore, being your great objects; the 
defence of your religion, and your consti- 


tution, * we wish you good luck in the 
name of the Lord.” How far your mili- 
tary discipline and practice, already enable 
you successfully to engage in so laudable 
a cause, must be left to the judgement of 
those whoare better versed in the military 


art, than our profession is generally re- 
420 quired 
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quired to be; of one thing, however, I am 
persuaded, that your zeal will keep pace 
with your #zowledge; that © whatever 
your hands may find to do, they will do 
it with all their might,“ and that if ever 
your actual service should be required, you 


will never disgrace, by want of courage, 


your country, your townsmen, your 
commander, nor your standard. 

One observation you will allow me to 
make ; and if you see it's importance in 
as strong a light as I do, suffer me to 
press it upon your attention; you are 
placed in a peculiar situation, you are 


engaged in a more extensive sphere of 


employments, than falls within the duty 
of the regular forces of your country. 
Besides your military employments, you 
have many others.—You have to procure 
a maintenance in other callings and pro- 
fessions, than that in which you appear to 
day. Be careful therefore never to con- 
found these two characters; as in your 
several engagements you will, I dare say, 
never forget that you are soldiers; so in 
your military enthusiasm, do not forget 
your duties as citizens, When the world 
beholds a body of men, voluntarily step- 


ping forward, and in addition to all their 


other 
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other business, taking an active part in the 


defence of their country, they will natu- 
rally applaud your spirit, and give you 
credit, (and I am sure you deserve it) for 
the rectitude of your motives. But if you 
suffer yourselves to do this at the expence 
of your daily employments; if whilst you 
grasp the sword in one hand, the tool of 
industry drops useless from the other; if 
when engaged in the several means of 


procuring a maintenance for your wives 
and your children, your thoughts are 


wholly bent upon another object, and 
consequently your industry being less 


strenuous becomes less productive; depend 


upon it, that all the benefit which your 
valour might yield to your country, will 
be more than lost in the injury which your 
imprudence, and your idleness will occa- 
sion: we shall gain but little, if in order 
to your becoming good soldiers we lose 
you as useful citizens; it is your peculiar 
province, and I am sure it is your truest 
glory, to excel in both these characters; 
and I trust we have every reason in the 
world to believe that this will actually be 
the case. That exactness of discipline; 
that ready obedience to the command of 
your superiors; that sturdy superiority 15 
toi 
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toil; to fatigue; to difficulties of every 
kind; that ardour to signalize yourselves 
for promptitude, and regularity, which 
are such necessary, and such animating 


parts of your military, may be transplanted 
with great, and happy effect into your 


private characters; may establish in you 


such habits of attention, application, and 
perseverance in your several callings, that 
we may find the best soldiers become the 
best members of society, and behold the 
most strenuous defenders of their king, 
and constitution, the most industrious 
tradesmen, the most active friends, and 
the most exemplary paterns of social, and 
domestic life. 

To what conclusion the present con- 
vulsions of Europe may be brought, is only 
known to that great and powerful Being, 


who rideth on the whirlwind, and directeth 


the storm. If by the unavoidable dispen- 
sations of providence, your country should 
call for that assistance you have taught 
her to expect; we trust, That you will 
quit yourselves like men, and be strong.“ 
If on the contrary, by the intervention of 
a blessed and honourable peace, your 
prowess has no opportunity of signalizing 
itself! in action, we will forget neither your 


B | zeal, 
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zeal, nor your intentions, One great and 
important advantage you, and the similar 
associators of this kind, have already pro- 
duced ; you have thrown a challenge to 
the invaders of your country, which they 
have not dared to answer, and you have 
so far silenced the unhappy dissensions, 
which prevailed among ourselves, that 


mistaken men have seen their error; dis- 


affected men have seen their danger; rebels 
have not thought proper to try the courage, 
which they were accustomed to ridicule, 
and republicanism even that of the great 
nation —has grown much out of fashion. 

With uncommon splendour and distinc- 
tion, will it stand recorded in the future 
annals of Great Britain, that so numerous 


a body of it's citizens, men of all ranks 


and denominations; of all professions, and 
of all religious persuasions in this happy 


country, united to brave it's enemies; to 


preserve it's freedom, and to transmit it 
unimpaired to the latest posterity. May 
the Almighty of his infinite mercy, 
favour our cause; may our piety to God, 
go hand in hand with our zeal for our 
country, and when the blessings of peace 
shall again have converted“ our swords 
into plough shares, and our spears into 
pruning 


9 1] 
pruning hooks,” let us still cherish with 
the liveliest gratitude, the remembrance of 
those, who were the defenders of our 
rights; the guardians of our wives, and our 
children; the protectors of our public and 
private peace ; of those connections which 
constitute our happiness here, and of that 


religion, which is to be our reward here- 
_ after. 
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